


We want you to become a SURVIVOR
that can outwit, outlast, and outplay
the following subjects on the PSSA!

elling Words

. school

. math

. reading
. writing
. science




Become a S.M.A.R.T. Cookie!

Outwit the PSSA with these five smart test-taking tips:

Spend your time wisely. Answer the

easiest questions first, and then do
the harder ones.

Mark each answer neatly and fill in
the bubble completely.

Always follow test directions

carefully. Read all of the answer
choices before you choose one.

Recheck your work if you have time
when you finish the test.

T ake your time, think positively, and
try your best!

The day before a test, get a good night’s rest and eat a healthy breakfast!



o Synonyms and Antonyms

o Multiple Meaning Words

o Fact and Opinion

o Meanings of Prefixes and Suffixes

o Context Clues and Making Inferences
o Main Idea and Details

o Sequence

o Setting

o Problem and Solution

o Summary

o Uses Reference Materials

o Compare and Contrast

o Headings

o Uses Graphic Organizers




GOOD READERS USE...

Phonics/Decoding
Look at the word, look for word parts, blend sounds.
How does it sound?
Does it make sense?

Evaluate
How do you feel about what you are reading?
Why do you feel that way?

Monitor/Clarify
Does it make sense?
If not, reread or read ahead.

Summarize
Think about the story elements.
Tell what happened in your own words.

Questioning

Ask questions you can answer.
Read to find out.

Predict/Infer
What will happen next?
What will you learn?
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Story Wheel

Complete the wheel with infarmation fram the story,
Then write a sentence about the story around the
outline of the wheel.




Story Map

Characters:

Beginning:

Middlle:

[Conclusion:
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Give The Main ldea A Hand!

Campiete the diagram by filling in the information on 2ach finger.
Use the information to write a main-idea statement.

Who?
Where?

When?

Now write your main-idea statement.
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Outsmart

S An
y Open-Ended Reading Response

>  Read the prompt carefully

> Use the prompt to write your
introduction sentence

> Look in the passage for examples or
details

>  Write your concluding sentence by
restating the introduction.
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Grade 3: Math

o Place Value

o Fractions

o Money

o Operations: + - x -

o Estimation

o Time

o Length, Area, Volume, and Weight
o Measurement: to nearest 2 inch
o Measurement: inches, feet, yards, etc.
o Geometric Shapes

o Symmeftry

o Patterns

o Number sentence

o Symbols: < > =

o Tables, Charts, and Bar Graphs

o Word Problems:

o Two-step

o Draw a Picture

|

A




Problem Solving Clue Words

Addition +

Subtraction -

Add

And
Altogether
Both

How many
How much
In all
Plus

Sum
Together
Total

Are not

Change

Decreased by
Difference

Fewer

How many more
How much more
Left

Less than

Minus

Need to

Remains

Subtract

Take away

Words that compare (longer, faster,
shorter, and so on)

Multiplication x Division +
Double Divide
Each group Each
Multiply Half
Product Quotient
Times Separated
Triple Share equally

Split
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I need to know... Added Compared numbers
To get Addition Rounded numbers
To solve Subtracted Made a graphlc
organizer
To show Subtraction Drew a picture

To figure out

Multiplied

Looked for a

pattern
To determine Multiplication || >°ved @ multi-step
problem
To find Divided Used objects
To see Division Used Ioglcal
reasoning
Bec.:ause Estimated Worked backwards
Since
Therefore, my Estimation Guessed and

answer is...

checked
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Write narrative pieces: (stories, poems, and plays)

o Include detailed descriptions of people,

places, and things

Write informational pieces (descriptions, letters,

reports, and instructions)

Write an opinion and support it with facts

Focus: Identify topic, task, and audience

Organize your writing with a clear beginning,

middle, and end

Vary sentence length and use descriptive words

and action verbs

Revise and edit your writing




Don’t know what to write?

Write a letter.
Make a card.

Journal Poem or song

Weather Report

Summarize a story.

Comic strip Recipe

Write an email. TV Commercial Picture Prompt

Write about
yourself.

Spelling Story

Make a book. Respond to text. Book Report

Stery Words

These are examples of words you can use in a story.

Beginning:

once upon a time, last night, one day, there once
was, one night, last summer, in the beginning, it was
a dark and stormy night...., (use a question)

Middle:
then, all of a sudden, suddenly, later, next, so, but,
still, yet, for, hence, therefore

Ending:
finally, lastly, the end, in the end, at last

/4

Parts of Speech

Nouns:

Nouns are words that name a
person, place, thing. animal, or idea.
Examples:

Verbs:

Verbs are words that describe
action or a state of being. Verbs
are action words.

bird, house, pencil, tree, Examples:
hospital, teacher, desk run, laugh, cry, sit, listen, read
Adjectives: Adverbs: Pronouns:

Adjectives are words that describe
nouns. They are called describing
words.

Adverbs are words that describe
verbs. They describe how, when,
and why. Many end with —ly.

Pronouns are words that take the
place of a noun.
Examples:

Examples: Examples: he, she, it, you, him. her
beautiful, smart, few, tall, wet | quickly, quietly, softly, now
Prepositions: Conjunctions: Articles:

Prepositions are words that show
relationships with other words.
They tell where, when, why, and
how much.

Examples:

fo , by, at , under

Conjunctions connect a group of
words to another group of words.

Examples:
and , or , but , so

An article is a kind of adjective that
tells about a noun.

There are only 3 arficles:
the ,a,an
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Transition Woerds

Order Words:
first, next, then , last , finally

To Compare To Things:
in the same way, similarly, likewise, like,
as, and also.

To Summarize or Conclude:
as aresult, finally, in conclusion,
therefore, last, and in summary.

To Show Location:

above, across, against, along, among,
around, behind, below, beneath,
beside, between, by, down, in back of,
in front of, inside, into, near, off, on top
of, outside, over, throughout, to the right,
under.

To Add Information:

again, also, another, and, besides, for
example, for instance, next, finally, as
well, along with.

To Show Time:

about, after, at, before, during, first,
second, third, until, meanwhile, today,
tomorrow, yesterday, next, soon, later,
finally, then, as soon as, when.

To Contrast Things:
but, yet, otherwise, however, on the

other hand, still, although, and even
though.

To emphasize a Point:
again, for this reason, and in fact.

Writing Checklist

Did Y OU...
l. Use capi‘r0| letters?

2. Use punctuation?
3. Use good spelling?

4. Whrite comp|eTe sentences?

5. Indent your paragraph(s)?

6. Use a topic sentence?

/. Stick to the topic/main idea?
8. Use details?

9. Write in order?

10.Write neatly?
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